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2011 Laureate Feast

Dr. Myrv and Anne Christopherson Honored

On November 13 the Foundation held the 12th annual
Laureate’s Feast fundraiser dinner and auction for 83 participants
at the Culinary Arts Building on the Fort Omaha Campus of
Metro Community College.

This year’s recipients of the Word Sender award were Dr.
Myrv and Anne Christopherson formerly of Blair, Nebraska, —
now living in Decorah, lowa, after he retired as president of L e
Dana College and his wife as Director of Special Events. Also ~ Dr. Myrv and Anne Christopherson were presented
attending were their four children: Kirsten of Gibsonia, PA; Berit the Word Sender Award by board president Dr. Jon
of Madison, WI; Nisse of Des Moines; and Bjorn of Minneapolis. ©™

Always a great supporter of Neihardt’s works for academic and aesthetic richness, there was also a
connection with the college’s acknowledgment in its Neihardt Black Elk Park. In fact, the frst three Laureate
Feasts were held at Dana and the past several have seen Dr. Christopherson become a delightfully adept

auctioneer for the live auction portion of the evening.
The silent auction portion of the evening began with wine and hors d’oeuvres accompanied by guitar and

vocals as background music provided by Dr. Ed Elfers of Wayne State College. The wines were from Cuthills
Vineyards of Pierce. The items on silent auction varied from modest value through hard to fnd collectors’
items. Some 60 items included several wine and cheese gift baskets, signed Neihardt books, porcelain dolls,
artist prints, original art, collector items, holiday decor items, CD sets, and restaurant gift certifcates. The
dinner, as well as the reception, was again exquisitely prepared and deftly served by the Culinary Arts School of
Metro in its new building, which includes a bistro style café open to the public as well as catering.

As soon as the dessert spoons were down, a very spirited live auction began for a cruise on Lake Okoboiji, a
week in a condo in Winterpark, CO, hot air balloon ride, king sized Lakota star quilt, bottles of rare single malt
Scotch, and a pair of hand crafted Adirondack chairs. Of special interest to Neihardt collectors were a birthday
greeting to Neihardt in 1972 by President Richard Nixon, and an original fgurine of daughter Alice sculpted by
Mona Neihardt. During this year’s bidding Dr. Christopherson involved his children who acted as spotters and
bid encouragers, and when a Winnebago star quilt was up for auction, he made a phone call to a friend in

V

Dr. Myrv and Anne Christopherson’s Marjorie Vogt with her granddaughters
children Bjorn, Berit, Kirsten and Nisse Mallory and McKenzie.
joined them at the Laureate Feast.

Walt Duda, Myrv Christopherson and
Coralie Hughes look over silent auction
items.
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California who purchased the star quilt at last year’s auction. After
some spirited bidding and back and forth banter, the gentleman from
California purchased the quilt for a second year.

The event was most successful and the Neihardt Foundation, as
well as the staff of the Neihardt State Historic Site, thanks everyone for
their participation, whether in donation of items for auction, work on
preparation, donated time and/or money, or very importantly, purchasing
items.

Posing with the maquette of Black Elk
and Neihardt are Jamie Stout, Mary
Lou Schweers and Marie Vogt

Neihardt Correspondence Scanned

Eric Johnson spent at least 25 hours a week this summer from mid
July through the last week of August scanning correspondence from the
Neihardt Fles.

The project is being paid for by a grant received by Pam Gossin of
Norman, Oklahoma, to digitize John Neihardt’s professional outgoing
and incoming correspondence. This is the frst step to having them
digitized and available for on-line scholarly research. The University of
Nebraska at Lincoln Center for Digital Research in the Humanities will
be encoding the information.

Eric, who graduated from Blair High School and is currently a
student at Northwestern University in Chicago, said “I have really
enjoyed it and have a greater appreciation for the author himself. | feel a
personal relationship with John Neihardt after reading all of his letters,
and from living in a farmhouse much like he did . . . in a way I’m in his
shoes.”

The amount of material to scan was overwhelming, Eric said one
fle alone contained over 3000 pieces of correspondence, many hand
written, and he was excited to nd
letters to and from well known
persons such as Theodore Roosevelt,
F. Scott Fitzgerald, and President
Richard Nixon.

Eric plans on returning to
Bancroft next summer to continue
the project. He is majoring in
anthropology and archeology and has
been studying in Ireland this year.

Walt holding up the Winnebago Star Quilt
during the live auction

Eric Johnson scanning material at
the Neihardt Center

Mark Your Calendars

Upcoming Sunday at the
Museum Programs

January 15, 2011
Charlotte Endorf
The Life and Legend of Annie

Oakley

February 12, 2011
Ann McTaggart
Program & Art Exhibit

Displayed through March 15

March, 11, 2011
David Martin
Essayist
Editor Fine Lines
Author Facing the Blank Page

April 15, 2011
Tom May
Folksinger/Songwriter
Host of River City Folk

Library Acquisitions

Beyond the Hills of Mars by D.R.
Haskin

Capital City by Mari Sandoz

How Beautiful the Land of My
Forefathers by Eunice
W.Stabler

Letters of John Neihardt to a friend,
and Selected Poems by M.Slade
Kendrick

Myron Heise, 50 Year Retrospective:
Museum of Nebraska Art, 2011
(DVD)

Trailblazer, Vol. 1-32, Nebraska
State Historical Society

You Who Make the Sky Bend: Saints
as Archetypes of the Human
Condition by Lisa Sandlin
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Welcome New Members

Life Member
Bruce McDonald

Individual Memberships
Tom Black, West Point, NE
Robin Huebner, Stanton, NE
Jerry Hugo, West Point, NE

Tom Robertsen, St. Louis, MO

Lisa Sandlin, Omaha, NE

Kory Strudthoff, Beemer, NE

Family Membership
Jay & Bonnie Vogltance
West Point, NE

Eagle Voice Remembers

Neihardt Trust announces the
reissue of Eagle Voice Remembers,
originally published in 1933 then
retitled When The Tree Flowered in
1951.

According to Coralie Hughes,
granddaughter of John G. Neihardt
and the head of the Neihardt Trust,
the title was chosen to underscore
that the text should be considered a
companion volume and prequel to
the widely known Neihardt classic
Black Elk Speaks.

Executive Director Nancy
Gillis states “when teachers
introduce Black Elk Speaks, students
often don’t “get it’ due to lack of
understanding of Lakota culture
of the times. This volume gives
a wonderful overall view of that
culture and Black EIKk’s vision
and life is better understood in its
context.”

Eagle Voice Remembers is John
Neihardt’s mature and refective
interpretation of the old Sioux way
of life. Through his writings Black
Elk, Eagle Elk, and other old men of
the Sioux who participated in the old
buffalo-hunting life found a literary
voice.

Board Welcomes Three New

Members

The Neihardt Foundation welcomes three
new members to its board of directors.

Dr. Ricardo L. Garcia is a Professor
Emeritus in Education at the University of
Nebraska -Lincoln, retiring after a life-long
career in education: ten years as a high school
English teacher, and 37 years as administrator
and professor at various universities. He is also
an author of four works of fction and two teacher education textbooks.
A storyteller, he has told stories in most parts of Nebraska and other
states, including Alaska and Puerto Rico. “I like to write and tell stories
about people who never make headline news and never had a building
named after them.” Ricardo is married to Sharon Jean (Kleist), father of
twins and lives in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Dr. David J. Hoelting is a board certifed family physician working
out of the Pender Mercy Medical Clinic in Pender, Nebraska. He was
recently honored by the Nebraska Academy of Family Physicians as the

: 2011 Nebraska Family Physician
of the Year. Hoelting is past
president of the NAFP and the
NAFP Foundation. He serves on
several NAFP committees.

Mike Fisk of Omaha, is a long
time fan of Neihardt stating, “I
feel that it is important to continue
to enable people from all over
the world to learn and experience
the wealth of history that resides
within the Neihardt Center.” During a 30 year career delivering solutions
to the business world, Mike has been responsible for the creation,
delivery and execution of cutting edge and innovative technology,
automation and artifcial intelligence products and services.

Dr. Ricardo Garcia

Mike Fisk and Dr. Davzd Hoeltmg

Sculpture Project Moving

Forward

Now on display at the center is a bronze
magquette of the fnal design of Black Elk and
John Neihardt by renowned sculptor Herb
Mignery of Ft. Collins, Colorado.

The larger than life size sculpture will
eventually grace the grounds of the Neihardt
State Historic Site in Bancroft. Fund raising
is halfway to completion. Tax exempt
contributions are being accepted.
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THE JOHN G. NEIHARDT FOUNDATION

Board of Directors
Dr. Jon Cerny, President
Paul Hammel, Vice President
Tim Spoeneman, Treasurer
Dr. Jon Bailey, Secretary

Tim Anderson Dick Moodie
Carole Bagby Joy Neihardt
Cynthia Cooper Robin Neihardt
Walter M. Duda Michael Nolan
Mike Fisk Mary Lou Schweers
Dr. Ricardo Garcia Gail Toedebusch
Mary Hines Lori Utecht
Dr. David Hoelting Marie Vogt
Randy Lukasiewicz Dr. Merlyn Vogt
Dr. Michael Mann Patty Wegner
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